
Itinerary

Day 1.           (-/-/-)

Arrive to Quito, private transfer service to Grand Hotel Mercure Alameda. You will be met 
outside customs by a representative of Metropolitan Touring. Baggage handling of two pieces 
of luggage per person at airport and at hotel is included. 

Please visit: www.mercurequito.com.ec 

Day 2    Otavalo Handcraft Tour & Lunch     (B/L/-)

OTAVALO

The Otavalos are a people and culture indigenous to the Valley of Otavalo, in the Province 
of Imbabura in Northern Ecuador.  In 1495 the Otavalo area was conquered by the Inca 
Empire and in turn conquered by the Spanish Conquistadors in 1535.  The Otavalos are a 
very prosperous community of skilled textile weavers, who gather to sell their products at 
the market in the city of Otavalo as they have done for centuries, as regional markets have 
played an important role in Indian life, providing regular gathering places for trade and 
socializing.  Today, increasing numbers of Otavalos have also been traveling overseas to sell 
their handcrafts in Europe and North America.   The Otavalos are proud of their cultural 
heritage, hard working people who have managed to overcome poverty without changing 
their way of life, their traditions or their dress, while at the same time taking advantage of 
technological advances. 

A major aspect of the Otavalo Indian ethnic identity is their native dress.  For men this 
consists of a blue poncho, white shirt and calf-length trousers, a fedora-type hat and their 
hair combed in a long braid.  Women dress in embroidered blouses, blue skirts and shawls 
plus several layers of golden necklaces and red bead bracelets.  Both men and women wear 
“alpargatas”, a type of sandal. Otavalos speak Kichwa, their native language, even though 
today most also speak, Spanish, English, French…

Otavalo is currently considered one of the most important tour destinations in Ecuador, due 
to its ancestral cultural heritage, enriched by millenary traditions, myths, legends and cus-
toms together with Andean landscapes of outstanding beauty: mountains, lakes, waterfalls  
and rivers, that, as per the Otavalo Cosmovision, possess life and energy.

This one-day private excursion has been designed to provide guests with an overall view of 
the dramatic Andean scenery, with an earlier departure to arrive in time to appreciate the 
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activity of the Otavalo Market, visit the town of Peguche and observe the weaving processes at a 
textile workshop.
This excursion goes north, to the land of the Otavalos and South America’s most famous Indian 
fair along the Panamerican Highway through dramatic mountain scenery to the textile market 
of Otavalo, where guests will enjoy visiting the many stalls full of ponchos, scarves, blankets, 
wall hangings, woven belts (fajas), hats, handbags and much more.  Here Otavaleños barter in 
silence, in marked contrast to the raucous noise of other markets; take your time to negotiate the 
best bargains.  Then, proceed to Peguche, an Indian village very near Otavalo that is home to the 
artisans who do the weaving in their homes; guests can learn about their culture and everyday 
life. Lunch is at one of the charming country inns or haciendas of the area.
Dress in layers (T-shirt, blouse, sweater, coat).  Take a sweater even if the day is warm and 
sunny and rain protection from February to May.   This tour includes walking at an altitude of 
2560 meters (8434 feet).  Sun protection (SPF 40).  Good walking shoes.  Great Photo ops.
Ov. Grand Hotel Mercure Alameda.

Day 3     Cotopaxi National Park & Lunch   (B/L/-) 

Early departure from Quito by motorcar on the Pan-American Highway to the south, to visit the 
Cotopaxi National Park, an ecological sanctuary of 88,920 acres, around the magnificent Coto-
paxi Volcano, which rises 5897 meters (19,347 feet) above sea level.  The evergreen landscape of 
the Ecuadorian highlands is one of the main attractions, along valleys and mountains covered 
by multicolored fields.  After an hour and a half, the entrance to the park is reached and then 
it’s up a dirt road for approximately one hour.  Upon arrival to the park there is an introductory 
briefing about the habitat of the Andean paramo or moorlands, its flora and fauna in the small 
Interpretation Center.  Continue on to Limpiopungo Lagoon to observe a variety of birds and oc-
casionally wild horses.  On clear days, the Cotopaxi Volcano is the magnificent backdrop.  A short 
walk around the lagoon allows the observation of the Andean flora.  Lunch is at a hacienda or 
restaurant of the area before returning to Quito in the afternoon.  The entrance fee to Cotopaxi 
National Park is extra.
Warm clothing is needed and hat or cap.  Sunblock (SPF 40).  Good walking shoes.  Camera 
(wide angle lens).  Binoculars.  Sunglasses.
Altitude:  2800 to 4000 meters (9800 - 12,120 feet)
Ov. Grand Hotel Mercure Alameda.

Day 4            (-/-/-)

Transfer from hotel to airport. International flight. 

 (B) Breakfast
 (L) Lunch
 (D) Dinner
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